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Statistics of the Attendance in Schools for Children of the Poorer Classes. 

By Joseph Fletcher, Esq. 
[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association at Ipswich, July, 1851.] 

This was an elaborate abstract of tbe attendance, ages, and instruction 
of the children, in about 160 schools, two-thirds British, and one-third 
Wesleyan, inspected with reference to the apprenticeship of pupil 
teachers, in the course of the year 1850. Their experience is that of 
the best class of town schools for the poorer classes ; those which are 
merely infant schools being excluded from the abstract, while the 
attendance of those included in it is chiefly from the families of skilled 
artizans and small shopkeepers. The number entered upon the books 
within the twelve months preceding the date of inspection, was, in 
139 schools, 13,728, and the number erased from them 10,989; 
shewing a decided tendency to increase with the increasing power of 
instruction supplied by the pupil teachers, but a lamentable amount 
of fluctuation ; the new admissions amounting to 84 percent., and the 
withdrawals to 64 per cent, upon the number in ordinary attendance. 

Abstract of the Fluctuations in the School Population. 



Average Number in each class of Schools. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Mixed. 


All. 


113 

96 

134 

129 

84-3 
71-6 
96-3 


85 

68 

105 

101 

81-0 
64-8 
96-2 


92 

65 

108 

100 

85-2 
602 
92-6 


99 




79 




118 




112 


Per-centages on Average of Ordinary Attendances. 


84-0 




67-0 




950 







The excessive fluctuation indicated by this table, affects chiefly the 
lower half of each school, where the inferior quality of the instruction 
which has heretofore prevailed has almost justified the indifference of 
the parents which this irregularity of attendance indicates. 

Abstract of the Ages of the Children in 142 Schools, exclusive of Infant 
Schools, and containing 20,399 Children. 



Average Number of an Age. 


Boys. 


Obis. 


Mixed. 


Total. 


49 
24 
25 
23 
18 
12 
8 
6 


41 
18 
16 
16 
12 
10 
8 
8 


42 
16 
17 
15 
14 
12 
8 
9 


45 


1 ..8 


20 




20 




18 




15 




11 


12 „ 13 


8 




8 








165 


129 


133 


145 












12 





116 Attendance in Schools for Children of the Poorer Classes. £June, 





Boys. 


Girls. 


Mixed. 


Total. 


Per-centage on Total Number. 


30-1 

150 

15-1 

13-9 

10-9 

7-2 

4-5 

3-3 


31-9 
13-6 
12-4 
12-4 
10-0 

8-3 

6 

5-4 


32-0 

12-4 

131 

11-9 

10-2 

87 

5-2 

6-5 


31-1 


7 „ 8 


13-9 


8 „ 9 


13-9 


9 „ 10 

10 „ 11 

11 „ 12 


12-9 

10-4 

7-9 


12 „ 13 


51 


13 „ 14 


4-8 






Thus, one-third of the childrei 


l in the schools which 


are not 



reckoned as infant schools, are of the infantile ages, not exceeding 7 ; 
■while only 4 - 8 per cent, are upwards of 13, and only 9'9 per cent., 
including these, upwards of 12 years of age. This latter, therefore, 
may be considered to be the age at which the children of artizans 
generally cease to attend any day-school, a large proportion of those 
above that age being the children of parents of rather superior 
means. The relative excess of boys at the younger, and girls at the 
more advanced ages, is referable to the earlier usefulness of the latter 
at home; and the fact that a larger proportion of a somewhat higher 
class are generally to be found protracting their stay in the girls' 
than in the boys' schools. The children of the unskilled labourers 
being seldom allowed to attend school to ages ranging so late as those 
returned in the preceding table, it is obvious that there is no oppor- 
tunity for the over-education of the people by the day-schools, let 
them be made ever so vigorous; while the following table of the school 
occupations of the above 20,399 children, enjoying the best advantages 
of any in their station of life, will further evince how fallacious is any 
apprehension of such a result. 

Thus, in this highest class of schools for the children of the poorer 
classes, there is only about 8A per cent, whose occupation, in writing 
abstracts or compositions, and in learning the rules of proportion and 
practice, indicate their advancement beyond the merest elements of 
reading, writing, and counting j while only 5*3 per cent, work in 
fractions, 1*0 per cent, are making the first steps in geometry, and 1*4 
per cent, in algebra. A large proportion of these more advanced 
scholars are of the middle classes, to whose children this amount of 
instruction has heretofore been almost entirely restricted; and the 
greater part of that which is designated as grammar, geography, and 
history, in the accompanying table, is really of a character to invalidate 
the figures which describe the proportions receiving instruction in these 
branches. 



1852.] Attendance in Schools/or Children of the Poorer Classes. 117 



Abstract of the Per-centage Proportions of the preceding 20,399 Children, 
returned as receiving Instruction in each of the following subjects, in 161 

Schools. 



Branches of Instruction, 



Boys. 



Girls. 



Mixed. 



All. 



Letters and Monosyllables 

Easy Narratives 

Holy Scriptures 

Books of General Information 

Writing P rom C °P ies 

on Slates. \ " Rotation or Memory . 

( „ Abstracts or Composition 

Writing j „ Copies 

on Copies.! „ Abstracts or Composition 

Numeration or Notation 

Addition, Subtraction, and Multiplication 

Division 

Compound Rules and Reduction 

Proportion or Practice 

Fractions and Decimals 



Arithmetic ■ 



Grammar 

Geography 

History 

Vocal Music from Notes 

Linear Drawing 

Geometry 

Mensuration 

Algebra 

Sewing or Knitting 



22-1 
30-9 
58-2 
50-5 
41-8 
39-7 
15-6 
65-1 
10-1 
21-3 
23-7 
191 
20-2 
11-7 
8-1 
50-5 
59-0 
30-0 
17-9 
16-8 
3-7 
4-9 
2-4 



26-2 
31-8 
52-8 
36-0 
50-5 
27-6 

4-5 
47-4 

6-3 
20-2 
26-1 
14-6 
15-8 

3-4 

•1 

36-1 

43-5 

18-9 

7-2 



76-0 



25-9 

26-4 

47-3 

43-5 

34-6 

30-7 

10-3 

58-5 

7'9 

16-5 

246 

17-1 

14-6 

8-5 

5-8 

36-4 

51-4 

19-3 

7-4 

5-0 

11 

3-8 

1-2 



24-3 

29-9 

53-7 

44-7 

41-9 

33-9 

11-2 

58-5 

8-4 

19-7 

24-6 

17 3 

17-5 

8-6 

5-3 

42-7 

52-7 

24-0 

12-1 

9-0 

1-9 

3-2 

1-4 



On the Vital and Medical Statistics of Chittagong. 
Civil Assistant-Surgeon. 



By J. R. Bedford, 



[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 19th April, 1852.] 

Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in Chittagong, from 
May 1, 1848, to March 31, 1849. 

This registration was effected through the kind and zealous co-opera- 
tion of the then acting magistrate, Mr. Buckland. It was strictly 
limited to the well-defined boundaries of the town mohullas, and 
obtained through the agency of the chokeydars, who were directed to 
appear every morning, upon the termination of their watch, before an 
officer appointed for the purpose, and to inform him of any birth, 
death, or marriage, which had occurred within their jurisdiction 
durino- the preceding twenty-four hours. Whilst directed to gain all 
possible information upon these points, they were strictly prohibited 
from exercising any inquisitorial powers. As fifty houses constitute 
the limit of each man's charge, there was no great difficulty in 
acquiring a knowledge of all such important domestic events as formed 
our subject of inquiry. The intelligence thus afforded, and which 



